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TheGalerien der Stadt Esslingen launched the Esslingen International Photo-Triennial in 1989, and have built up its reputation as a series of exhibitions with international aims, and attracting international acclaim. We have successfully linked this ambitious show, which is highly regarded all over Germany and abroad, and has large visitor numbers, with the name of Esslingen. 
More than thirty artists have been invited to the 5th Triennial in 2001, which will be fully devoted to the subject of MOVING PICTURES - Photography and Film in Contemporary Art for the first time. Our starting point is the observation that at the start of the 21st century the history of the moving picture is shifting into the reality of accelerated information. We will move from selected 'classical' positions adopted from the 60s to the 80s to highly complex Internet works drawing on photography and film. The cinema boom in the late 90s and the cult status achieved by many Hollywood productions with the public are certainly among the phenomena that have aroused many photographers' and artists' interest in film. 

Today photography is part of a linked set of different analogous media and digital processes. We can leave photographs which we have taken with our digital cameras in the device's memory, in other words in virtual space; we can save and manipulate the images on the Internet or in our computers; we can edit the photographic material on the computer along with video clips or images from other sources etc. And in terms of presentation, we can choose from an enormous range including slide light-boxes as big as the rooms they are shown in, or use small formats, or series of photographs devised specially for the Internet.
We have already addressed the idea of pushing back the boundaries of photography and its transition into other artistic media in the last Photo-Triennial in 1998 (Photography as Concept). It became clear then that a whole series of artists from different generations have devoted themselves with particular intensity to the border zone between photography and film. We are now taking this idea up again and developing it even further. This will mean that the 5th Photo-Triennial MOVING PICTURES will have its finger on the pulse of the times and from the point of view of presentation (combining classical photography with video stills, monitors, video, CD, Computers and the Internet) it also promises to be a very interesting show that will appear to people with all kinds of interests, and of all ages. 

As in all previous Triennials, this time too the Photo-Triennial's main and fringe programmes will bring the international photographic and art scene into a dialogue with artists from Baden-Württemberg.

A catalogue appears to the exhibition, published by Renate Wiehager, curator of the project, in Hatje Cantz Verlag, Ostfildern,  200 pages, 4c; price DM 39. The fringe programme is documented in a covering booklet; price DM 12.
